City of La Vernia
102 E. Chihuahua St.
La Vernia, Texas 78121
Joint City Council & Planning and Zoning Workshop

October 11, 2022
6:00-8:00 PM

AGENDA
1. Call to Order

2. Discussion

A. Discuss and consider the current code of Ordinances, Landscaping Standards,
referencing commercial screening standards, and standards for commercial properties
bordering residential properties

B. Discuss proposed amendments to chapter 26 of the City Code of Ordinances
referencing signs

1. Discuss amending section 26-101.1 to establish a definition for the term “neon
sign,” and to define the term “off-premise signs” where the section currently does
not

2. Discuss amending section 26-111., Prohibited Sign Types, to prohibit neon signs
and to prohibit off-premise signs where the section currently does not

3. Discuss amending section 26.110. which requires a maximum of 25 feet in height
for signage located at a single commercial building, to increase the height and
change sign type regulations

C. Discuss proposed amendments to Chapter 38 of the City Code of Ordinances
referencing Zoning, specific to Public Institutional Zoning

1. Discuss amending section 38-302, Permitted Use Chart, specifically related to
section B, accessory structures

2. Staff recommends amending section 38-302, Permitted Use Chart, specifically
related to sections B, C, D, E, F, G, and, H, as it relates to the PI district

D. Discuss proposed amendments to Chapter 38 of the City Code of Ordinances
referencing Zoning, specific to parking standards
1. Discuss amending section 38-402., Off-street Parking and Loading
Requirements to include a permeable option.

E. Discuss proposed amendments to Chapter 38 of the City Code of Ordinances
referencing Zoning, specific to mobile businesses

1. Discuss amending Sec. 38-104. -Definitions,



A. Amend the definition of Mobile food Vendor

B. Create a definition for the term mobile vendor (nonfood related)

3. Adjourn
DECORUM REQUIRED

Any disruptive behavior, including shouting or derogatory statements or comments, may be ruled
out of order by the Presiding Officer. Continuation of this type of behavior could result in a request
by the Presiding Officer that the individual leaves the meeting, and if refused, an order of removal.

The City Council for the City of La Vernia reserves the right to adjourn into executive session at
any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters listed above, as
authorized by the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Governmental Code §551.071 (Consultation
with Attorney), §551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), §551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts
and Donations), §551.074 (Personnel Matters), §551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices),
and §551.087 (Economic Development), and any other provisions under Texas law that permits
a governmental body to discuss a matter in closed executive session.

The City of La Vernia City Council meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability.
This facility is wheelchair accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for
accommodations, should you require special assistance, must be made 48 hours prior to this
meeting. Braille is not available. Please contact the City Secretary at (830) 779-4541 or email
Iboyd@lavernia-tx.gov.

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the governing
body of the above-named La Vernia City Council is a true and correct copy of said Notice and that
| posted true and correct copy of said Notice on the bulletin boards, of the City Hall of said City of
La Vernia, Texas, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and
said Notice was posted on October 7, 2022, at 5:00 P.M. and remained so posted continuously
for at least 72 hours proceeding the scheduled time of the said meeting.

Lindsey Wheeler, City Secretary



Talking Paper:
Item 2A:

After our previous joint meeting with you all (09-13), and through continuous conversation with
Bryce Cox the city’s planner, the staff recommendation is to not make any edits to our
landscape code as we feel that it is stringent enough, but not overly stringent. However, the city
understands your concern over enforcement, thus, we propose that we will work with the city
code enforcement personnel to create a list of any businesses who are currently out of
compliance with the landscape code (since it was adopted) and address with them about getting
into compliance.

Item 2B:

Through continuous conversations with our City Planner Bryce Cox the staff recommends no
changes regarding heavily lit signage code beyond the addition of a neon sign ban, this is
because the code, as it reads now, covers the concerns the council and the commissioners
shared with us at the last joint meeting in Chapter 26

(3) Landscape quality and preservation. To protect the public welfare and enhance the
appearance and economic value of the landscape by ensuring that signs:

a. Do not interfere with scenic views;
b. Do not create a nuisance to persons using public rights-of-way;

¢. Do not create a nuisance to occupants of adjacent and contiguous property by their
brightness, size, height, or movement;

d. Are not detrimental to land or property values;
e. Do not contribute to visual blight or clutter; and

f. Are architecturally compatible and harmonious with the structure to which they pertain and
to neighboring structures.

(d) Provisions application. This section shall apply to all signs located within the city limits of
the city or its ETJ, with the exception of those referenced in_section 26-106. No sign or part of
a sign shall:

(1) Be placed on or attached to any utility pole or pedestal, except by a utility company owning
the pole or pedestal or operating facilities mounted on the pole or pedestal;

(2) Be placed upon real property without the consent of the property owner;

(3) Be located in, on, or over any right-of-way, except for directional or informational signs
erected by government agencies. Any such sign, other than informational signs erected by
government agencies, shall constitute a nuisance;



(4) Be located so that it blocks vehicle or pedestrian views and/or safe sight distances at any
intersection, curve, or corner. This includes signs located on private property. Any such sign
shall constitute a nuisance;

(5) Imitate or resemble an official traffic-control device or railroad sign or signal; attempt to

direct the movement of traffic; or hide from view or hinder the effectiveness of an official
traffic-control device or railroad sign or signal. Any such sign shall constitute a nuisance;

(6) Be placed closer than ten feet to the edge of a road surface. Exception: monument signs
that are placed in the center of a divided roadway as an island;

(7) Have unreasonably bright flashing lights or other distracting features. This does not
include signs with slowly changing messages such as time or temperature;

(8) Be located so that it is on, or in any way obstructs, any sidewalk, walkway, or pathway
used by the public for normal pedestrian access. Any such sign shall constitute a nuisance; or

(9) At the time of installation be located closer than specified in the National Electric Safety
Code and as may be amended from time to time.

(13) Other signs.
a. Painted on any roof surface or installed so that it faces contiguous residential property;

b. Placed upon a building or structure in a manner which would disfigure, damage, or conceal
any significant architectural feature or detail of the building;

c. Brighter than necessary to permit the sign to be read from a reasonable distance. No sign
shall be illuminated to such intensity or in such a manner as to cause glare or brightness to a
degree that it constitutes a traffic hazard;

d. Hung with less than 7% feet of vertical clearance above the sidewalk or less than 18 feet of
vertical clearance above the street, drive, or parking area. This applies to any part of a sign,
including mounting fixtures and supporting structures, which is mounted above or projects
over any sidewalk, street, drive, or parking area, whether on public or private land;

e. Any other signs not specifically authorized under this chapter.
Item 2B1:
Off-premise sign means a sign displaying advertising that pertains to a business, person,

organization, activity, event, place, service, or product not principally located or primarily
manufactured or sold on the premises on which the sign is located.

Neon sign means signs that are electrically lighted by long luminous gas-discharge tubes that
contain rarefied neon or other gases

Item 2B3:



At the previous joint meeting, the staff recommended amending section 26.110. which requires
a maximum of 25 feet in height for signage located at a single commercial building, to allow for
a maximum of 35 feet in height, the staff has revised their recommendation to propose that we
allow for 35 feet in height only along the US Hwy 87 corridor, but leave it at 25 feet in height in
all other areas of town (with one exception being the central business district (Downtown) in

which only monument signs or hanging signs will be allowed.)
Item 2C1:

The staff would like to change accessory structures from not permitted to permitted in the PI
district

Item 2C2:

The staff recommends removing all permitted uses from the Public Institutional district that do not
fit into the three proposed defined categories (City- government, public educational, and places
of worship owned facilities.) The staff will present a draft permitted use chart (updated.)

Item 2D1:

The staff suggests that we allow for interlocking concrete permeable pavers, and pervious and
porous pavement as an option for all off-street parking in all commercial, and public districts,
as well as for residential lots greater than one acre in size and still require that all drive
approaches be a paved concrete or asphalt surface. However, the staff will retract the
recommendation to also allow for plastic grid pavers. (Towns such as Dripping Springs
Texas; Shoreacres Texas; Woodcreek, Texas; and Kemah, Texas have variations of
these types of policies as researched by the City Staff.)

Item 2E1:

Mobile Vendors: any structure or vehicle on wheels or capable of being towed, or a temporary
structure. And the staff recommends that we not allow these types of businesses to operate
within the city limits unless for a particular event with the use of an event permit.

Mobile food vendor. means a mobile venue selling food or beverage including catering trucks,
food trucks or food carts, mobile kitchens, or mobile canteens regulated by the Texas
Department of State Health Services. (These types of vendors must roll up and roll out daily.)

The staff recommendation is to require that mobile food vendors arrive and leave daily, rather
than staying permanently at one location. We are concerned that this is unfair to our brick-and-
mortar food service locations, and from a tax revenue standpoint.

Additionally, the staff recommends that we not allow mobile vendors (non-food) to operate within
the city limits unless for a particular event with the use of an event permit. Via the permitted use
chart. (Towns such as Quintana, Texas; Surfside Beach, Texas; Fulton, Texas; and
Splendora, Texas have variations of these types of policies as researched by the City
Staff.)



ORDINANCE NO. 111022-02

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LA VERNIA, TEXAS AMENDING
LA VERNIA CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 26 SIGNS, SECTION 26-
101.1.- DEFINITIONS; ADDING A DEFINITION FOR NEON SIGNS, OFF-
PREMISE SIGNS, AND HANGING SIGNS; AS WELL AS CHAPTER 26 SIGNS
SECTION 26-111.- PROHIBITED SIGN TYPES; PROHIBITING NEON SIGNS
AND OFF-PREMISE SIGNS; AS WELL AS CHAPTER 26 SIGNS SECTION 26-
110.- PERMITTING REGULATIONS; AMENDING SIGN HEIGHT AND TYPE
REGULATIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

WHEREAS, Chapter 211 of the Vernon's Local Government Code empowers a city to enact
zoning regulations and provide for their administration, enforcement and amendment; and

WHEREAS, the City has previously deemed it necessary and desirable to adopt sign regulations
to provide for the orderly development of property within the City in order to promote the public
health, safety, morals and general welfare of the residents of the City, and

WHEREAS, the City of La Vernia Code or Ordinances Chapter 26 which constitutes the City's
Sign Ordinance requires a property to have signage in accordance with proper designations as
defined by this ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the City Council and Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of La Vernia has
met and discussed amending the above-mentioned sections of the Sign code; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of La Vernia has recommended
approval of the amendments to the Sign Regulations discussed in this ordinance and the
proposed amendments are uniform and conforms to the plan and design of the City of La Vernia’s
Sign Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of La Vernia believes the amendments will comply with
the standards and purpose of the Sign Ordinance and are in the best interests of the public safety
and the general welfare of the residents of the City of La Vernia;

NOW THEREFORE: BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LA VERNIA, TEXAS:

Section 1.
Sign Regulations Amended.

CHAPTER 26-101.1.- DEFINITIONS; of the City of La Vernia’s Code of Ordinances is hereby
amended as reflected in the document attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.

CHAPTER 26-111.- PROHIBITED SIGN TYPES of the City of La Vernia's Code of Ordinances is
hereby amended as reflected in the document attached hereto as Exhibit “B”.

CHAPTER 26-110.- PERMITTING REGULATIONS of the City of La Vernia's Code of Ordinances
is hereby amended as reflected in the document attached hereto as Exhibit “C”.



Section 2.
Severability

If any section, subsection, paragraph, or sentence, clause, phrase, or word in this Ordinance, or
application thereof, to any person or circumstance is held invalid such holding shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of the same and the City Council hereby declares it would have
passed such remaining portions despite such invalidity.

Section 3
Cumulative

This ordinance is cumulative of all other laws addressing land use regulations and any prohibitions
and sanctions that may be imposed under other laws relating to the subjects covered hereunder.
Section 4.

Effective Date

This ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage and publication as may
be required by governing law.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED THIS 20™ DAY OF OCTOBER 2022.

Martin Poore, Mayor
City of La Vernia

ATTEST:

Lindsey Wheeler, City Secretary
City of La Vernia



Exhibit “A”

Sec. 26-101.1. - Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning. Other words and phrases shall be given their common, ordinary meaning unless the
context clearly requires otherwise. Headings and captions are for reference purposes only and
shall not be used in the interpretation of this chapter. In the event of conflicting regulations or
definitions thereupon, the stricter definition or regulation shall apply.

Abandoned/obsolete sign means a sign that advertises a product, service, or business no
longer available or in operation or not being maintained for a certain period of time as
hereinafter described in this chapter.

A-frame means an A-framed style sign, which is typically but not necessarily foldable or
collapsible and meant to be easily moved.

Area means:

(1) The entire sign surface within a single contiguous perimeter, excluding support structures.
A sign structure with two faces back to back, oriented in opposite directions and separated by
not more than three feet, with the same copy on both sides, shall be counted as a single sign.

(2) In cases where a sign is composed only of letters, figures, or other characters, the
dimensions used to compute the area are the smallest simple imaginary figure (circle, triangle,
rectangle, or other) which fully contains the sign content.

Auxiliary sign means provides information such as hours of operation, delivery instructions,
credit cards accepted, restrictions of sale to minors, no soliciting, or beware of dog.

Banner means any sign intended to be hung either with or without frames, possessing colors,
characters, letters, illustrations, or ornamentation applied to paper, plastic, fabric, or netting of
any kind, supported by wire, rope, webbing, or similar means, or through the grommets of the
sign. Except for sail, teardrop, feather or bow banner, which are defined as "sail banner."

Beacons includes any light with a beam directed into the atmosphere or directed at a point
which is not on the same property as the light source, or a light with one or more beams that
move.

Billboards means all off-premises signs containing at least 200 square feet face area and
owned by a person, corporation or other entity that engages in the business of selling the
advertising space on the sign.

Changeable copy sign means a sign, or part of a sign, on which content can be changed or
rearranged without altering the face or surface of the sign, including but not limited to, a
theater marquee or a gasoline price sign.



City of La Vernia, La Vernia, or city means the City of La Vernia, Wilson County, Texas, an
incorporated municipality and its associated ETJ.

City designee means the individual selected to carry out a duty or role by the city
administrator to enforce and administer this chapter.

Code enforcement officer means the city administrator or designee.

Commercial complex means any property such as a shopping center, office park, or industrial
park, which consists of two or more establishments on a single platted lot, or which is
designed, developed, and managed as a unit, or are the members of a commercial
association which contributes to the joint maintenance and promotional efforts of the center.

Electronic sign means a sign, display or device that exhibits its message, words, letters,
numbers, images, symbols, or copy by programmable mechanical or electronic process
including, but not limited to LED electronic signs and static electronic displays.

Flag/patriotic means a national, state, church, school flags, or any other flag that constitutes
protected noncommercial free speech. A fabric sheet attached at one end to a pole, cable, or
rope.

Flashing sign means a message board that is electronically controlled by intermittent light
impulses or alternating panels consisting of letters, words, or numerals that can either change
sequentially or travel across the display area. Other than time and temperature signs,
emergency signs, school zone signs, or other governmental signs.

Freestanding sign means any sign not attached to or part of a building, including, but not
limited to, monument signs and self-supported signs.

Hanging sign means a sign which is attached perpendicular to the wall of a building, which
overhangs a sidewalk or other pedestrian walkway and is fixed to prevent swinging

Height/ground clearance means the distance from ground level to the bottom of the sign
structure, exclusive of structural supports. The ground level is the lower of:

(1) The existing grade prior to construction of the sign; or

(2) The newly-established grade after construction, unless the curb elevation at the street in
front of the sign is higher than the established ground level, in which case the height shall be
measured from curb level.

Height/maximum means the distance from ground level to the top of the sign structure. The
ground level is the lower of:

(1) The existing grade prior to construction of the sign; or

(2) The newly established grade after construction, unless the curb elevation at the street in
front of the sign is higher than the established ground level, in which case the height shall be
measured from curb level.






